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Amendments to the Drawings: 

The attached replacement and annotated sheet(s) of drawings includes changes to 
and 2 as follows. 

FIG. 1 has been amended to include the phrase "Prior Art" 
FIG. 2 has been amended to include the phrase "Prior Art" 



Attachment: Replacement Sheet 

Annotated Sheet Showing Changes 
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REMARKS 

The Office Action mailed December 28, 2005 has been carefully considered. Within the 
Office Action Claims 1-14 have been rejected. The Applicant has amended Claim 14 and 
cancelled Claims 1-13. In addition, the Applicant has added new Claims 15-29. Reconsideration 
in view of the following remarks is respectfully requested. 

Objection to Drawings 

In the Office Action, Figures 1 and 2 were objected to for not illustrating that shown in 
Figures 1 and 2 are prior art. The Applicant has amended Figures 1 and 2 to now include the 
phrase "prior art". Accordingly, it is requested that the objection be withdrawn. 

35 U.S.C. § 101 Rejection 

Within the Office Action, Claims 1-14 were rejected under 35 USC 101 for claiming non- 
statutory subject matter. Claims 1-13 have been cancelled and Claim 14 has been amended to 
recite a computer readable medium. In addition, the Applicant submits that new Claims 15-28 
satisfy the requirements of 35 USC 101. Accordingly, it is requested that the rejection be 
withdrawn. 

35 U.S.C. § 112. Second Paragraph Rejection 

Claims 1-14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as allegedly being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter that the 
Applicant regards as the invention. This rejections are respectfully traversed. 

However, Claims 1-13 have been cancelled and Claim 14 has been amended. Regarding 
"at least a portion of said second task is guaranteed, to be processed during said remaining time 
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quota", the Applicant contends that how much of a portion is not needed to be explained to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which is the invention. As stated in 
the specification that some, if not all, of the second task is guaranteed to be processed during the 
remaining time quota. Thus, the term "at least a portion" is common claim language and 
captures that meaning as well as particularly points out what Applicant regards as the invention. 
Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that the rejection be withdrawn. 

Rejections under 35 U.S. C. $ 103 

Claims 1-1 1 and 14 stand rejected under 35 U.S.G. § 103(a) as being allegedly 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,385,638 to Shi et al. (hereinafter Shi) in view of U.S. Patent 
No. 6,385,638 to Baker-Harvey (hereinafter "Baker"). This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Baker has been addressed in prior responses. 

Shi discloses a system in which a first time period Y is given for a higher priority task and 
a second time period X is given for a lower priority task in a processor cycle. Thus, once the 
time period Y has been exhausted by the higher priority task, the X period begins in which the 
lower priority task is executed. Once the time period X is over, the Y period begins again and 
the execution of the higher priority task is resumed. However, Shi does not teach that a 
maximum execution duration or quota is allocated to each task. In addition, Shi does not teach 
that the task is sanctioned to another observation window if execution of the task exceeds the 
time allotted to it. Claims 14, 15 and 29 recite, among other things, that the task is sanctioned if 
it exceeds the time allotted to it. Accordingly, one skilled in the art would have no motivation to 
use the disclosure in Shi to reach the subject matter in Claims 14, 15 and 29. Further, one skilled 
in the art, assuming to combine Shi with Baker, would not reach the subject matter in Claims 14, 
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15 and 29. Accordingly, Claims 14, 15 and 29 are patentable over Shi and Baker, individually or 
in combination. 

Claims 2-1 1 have also been rejected in light of Shi in view of Baker. However, Claims 2- 
1 1 have been cancelled. The Applicant submits that new Claims 16-28 are dependent on Claim 
15, which is allowable for at least the reasons stated above. Accordingly, Claims 16-28 are 
allowable for being dependent on an allowable base claim. 

Claims 12-13 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being allegedly unpatentable 
over Shi in view of Baker and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,275,767 to Delseny et al. 
(hereinafter "Delseny"). This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Claims 12 and 13 have been cancelled. However, the Applicant submits that new Claims 
16-28 are dependent on Claim 15, which is allowable for at least the reasons stated above. 
Accordingly, Claims 16-28 are allowable for being dependent on an allowable base claim. 

New Claim 

The Applicant has added new Claims 15-29 to the present application. It should be noted 
that new Claims 15-29 is fully supported by the specification and no new matter has been added. 
Allowance of new Claims 15-29 is respectfully requested. 
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Conclusion 



It is believed that this Response places the above-identified patent application into 
condition for allowance. Early favorable consideration of this Amendment is earnestly solicited. 

If, in the opinion of the Examiner, an interview would expedite the prosecution of this 
application, the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned attorney at the number indicated 
below. 

Applicant respectfully requests that a timely Notice of Allowance be issued in this case. 
Please charge any additional required fee or credit any overpayment not otherwise paid or 
credited to our deposit account No. 50-1698. 



Thelen Reid & Priest LLP 
P.O. Box 640640 
San Jose, CA 95164-0640 
Tel. (408) 292-5800 
Fax. (408) 287-8040 



Respectfully submitted, 



THELEN REID & PRIEST, LLP 





Suvashis Bhattacharya 
Reg. No. 46,554 
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